THE   CITY   REBUILT
the old city would have been classed as a slum, and the authorities
took the only possible means for preventing this by insisting
on the erection of houses whose construction was carefully
regulated. The provisions of the Acts covered everything that
could, with advantage, be regulated, be it the position of cellar
flaps or the construction of sewers. Scantlings were fixed for
the woodwork, beams and girders, laths and rafters alike. The
thickness of the walls, the height of the rooms, and the levels
of basement and street were all prescribed. Finally, the appoint-
ment of surveyors, sworn to discover infringements, securely
removed the whole work from the usual realms of ineffectual
paternalism. Undoubtedly breaches of the rules were still com-
mitted. Some were prosecuted, others remained undetected,
but in the main the standards were observed. The rickety
wooden houses and the deep over-crowded basements which
had been one of the curses of the old city were abolished from
the rebuilt area. * Ordered lines of regulation but seemly
houses1 replaced the picturesque inconveniences of the pre-fire
days. Jutties, bulks, projecting shop-fronts, and water-pipes
gouting on to the passers-by almost entirely disappeared/2
Evelyn could no longer upbraid the city for its former short-
comings. Signs had ceased to swing right across the principal
streets, to the danger of the pedestrians, the houses were built
straight to the level of the attics, and the air no longer confined
in narrow passages made narrower by buildings stepped out
at every story, It was the beginning of a town-planned street
architecture, the culmination of the unrealized dreams of the
first two Stuarts. Calamity had made possible what their edicts
could never enforce. At heavy cost, in time and money, the
city was recreated in brick and stone, without hovels, without
ill-planned, ill-executed temporary buildings, and without slums.
1 John Woodward, M.D., Gresham Lecturer in Physic, described them as *so many
thousand Houses, of even private Citizens, built in such manner as to render them, not
only more convenient, better fitted for Use and for serving all the Ends and Offices
of Life and Habitation, but even superior in Design, and Architecture, to the Palaces of
Princes elsewhere*: (A Letter to Sr Christopher Wren, Knt, 'Occasion'*? by some Antiquities
lately discovered near Bishops-Gate London, written June 1707, published 1713).
3 The Town Planning Rewew, op. cit./p. 277,
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